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Resolution #29-10-11 
  
 
WHEREAS, over the past four years and based on the work of the Santa Cruz City 
Schools Green Schools Committee, the District has achieved positive and tangible 
environmental changes, some of which include installing solar power, dramatically 
altering purchasing to take into account sustainability, in addition to acquiring products 
that are less harmful to the environment and our staff and students; and 
 
WHEREAS, by doing this, the District has taught students to be stewards of their 
community, the earth, and its resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, our current school facilities continue to use energy, water, and other 
resources unsustainably; and  
 
WHEREAS, excellent work is already underway in the district, undertaken by teachers, 
parents, administrators, students, staff, and volunteers including Life Lab, school 
gardens, recycling, alternative methods of transportation to and from schools, and 
other programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, over the years, local organizations such as Ecology Action, People Power, 
the Santa Cruz Education Foundation, and the City and County of Santa Cruz have 
worked actively to support Santa Cruz City Schools to create a long–term, inspiring 
vision that integrates and strengthens many efforts in our district; and  
 
WHEREAS, both Santa Cruz City and County governments have partnered with Santa 
Cruz City Schools along with UC Santa Cruz, the Resource Conservation District, and 
the Natural History Museum, and; 
 
WHEREAS, these creative and innovative partnerships have led to statewide 
recognition for Santa Cruz City Schools and the community for the effective way Santa 
Cruz City Schools cooperates and maximizes the use of resources, knowledge, and 
expertise, and; 
 
WHEREAS, there is still more work to be done and some of it can be incorporated into 
math, social studies, and science curriculum in a way that meets state grade level 
standards; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that to continue to promote healthier, more 
environmentally sustainable schools, teach environmental stewardship and leadership to 
our students through their own actions, and continue to gather input and expertise 



from the entire community, the Board of Trustees of Santa Cruz City Schools 
recommends the District pursue Green Business Certification for all sites, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, due to the current fiscal challenges the District and the 
state face, the District will pursue this at minimal cost; and  
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the administration and the Green Schools 
Committee will report back to the Board of Trustees and the community on the results 
of this undertaking. 
 
 


